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We like to say that the City of Winnipeg Archives was 
born on February 9, 1874, when City Council instructed 
A.M. Brown, Winnipeg’s first City Clerk, to “obtain a 
cupboard to contain the Corporation’s papers.”  But in 
fact the Archives was created in the late 1970s as a 
branch of the City Clerk’s Department, following a pilot 
project designed to deal with a huge mass of records 
occupying space in civic buildings all over the City.  
Since then, the Archives’ holdings have grown to 
approximately 20,000 linear feet of material consisting 
of photographs, graphic and textual records that 
document the functions and activities of the City of 
Winnipeg and amalgamated municipalities since 1874.  
Included in the collection are council records such as 
minutes and by-laws, standing and special committee 
records, some administrative records for civic 
departments, publications and a few private collections.  
Recent acquisitions from private donors include:  a set of 
color slides taken from the top of the Toronto Dominion 
Centre at 201 Portage Ave. as construction neared 
completion (ca. 1990); a large framed map of the City of 
Winnipeg (1876); a work log titled “Summary of Events 
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arising from City’s Fight against Flood Conditions and 
Evacuation” (May 6 to 27, 1950). The rich content of 
records in our holdings is the focus of a web exhibit 
launched in 2005: Pathways to Winnipeg History:  1874-
1924 (www.winnipeg.ca/Pathways). 

The Archives is housed in the Old Carnegie building at 
380 William Avenue, a two story structure built in 1905 
as Winnipeg’s first free public library.  The building 
served as the City’s main public library until 1977, when 
the Centennial Library opened.  The Archives then took 
up residence in the basement, while the William Avenue 
Branch Library occupied the main and second floors.  In 
1994, the branch library was closed and all of 380 
William Avenue was dedicated to record storage. 

In 1999, the City commissioned Dr. Terry Cook to study 
its archives and recordkeeping practices.  Cook’s 
recommendations were adopted by City Council, and the 
City Clerk began to implement the first phase of the plan 
– a phase that was, given the state of recordkeeping in 
the City, directed inward to strengthen the records 
management infrastructure within civic government 
departments.  By 2003, the Archives had shepherded a 
Corporate Directive on recordkeeping through the office 
of the CAO (Chief Administrative Officer), and a new 
records management by-law, complete with retention 
and disposition schedules for City records, through City 
Council (By-Law 166/2003).  As we developed these 
documents, we deliberately connected the corporate 
records management program with functions and 
services laid out in a document called: Plan Winnipeg.  
Plan Winnipeg is City Council’s long-range planning 
document and forms the foundation for all civic 
activities, including development of a civic archives, a 
commitment to citizen engagement, equitable access to 
facilities and services, and recognition of the importance 
of the arts, entertainment, culture and history.   

While the Archives has made significant progress in 
corporate records management, we struggle with a 
massive appraisal, arrangement and description backlog, 
as well as daunting preservation and accommodation 
issues.  To complicate our planning and program 
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The Fall and Winter seasons have been quite different for the 
AMA this year. This is mainly due to the fact that we have not 
had to deal with the adjudication of CCA funding programmes. 
However, the issue of funding for archives has not been absent 
from our scope. Strategic planning is underway with meetings 
of Board members and Committee members. This has resulted 
in making significant progress towards a strategic plan for the 
association. We have been able to take stock of where we are, 
what our resources are and where we would like to be in the 
near future. We are also well aware that progress in attaining 
our objectives will be dependent on capacity building. This 
will mean investigating how we can be more efficient in using 
tools like the Web, securing additional funding and most 
notably, working more collaboratively as a whole.  Future 
Institutional Forums will give us the opportunity to more fully 
discuss these issues and work at solutions. 

Advocating for archives is an issue which has become very 
important at the local, provincial and national levels. Nothing 
is more rewarding than coming across a story that illuminates
the various uses of archives. Recently, in the Quarterly 
publication of Assiniboine Credit Union, one page was 
devoted to ‘Out of the archives – 1943’ and made reference to 
“fascinating hand-written treasures from our past”. The 
touching article that followed was a great way of reminding 
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members of the founding principles and of the early 
successes of the Assiniboine Credit Union. Keeping 
archives and using archives are themes that need to be 
promoted. The AMA has identified this as an important 
task for the future. In this initiative, the AMA is in step 
with other provincial, national and international 
archives associations. 

With Spring on the horizon, conferences, congresses 
and various professional development opportunities are 
in the offing. Even if one is not able to attend, taking 
notice of the programmes may be a way to find out 
what is happening out there. They may also give us 
ideas about some theme, workshop or training which we 
would like to see offered closer to home. Do not 
hesitate to put forward these suggestions to your 
association.  

Summer projects are already planned and applications 
have been made, or will be soon. Your association 
wishes you a very successful summer. Remember that 
we are here to serve you, the membership. Do not 
hesitate to call on us for advisory services and to give us 
your feed back, comments and suggestions. 

Gilles Lesage 

 

  

  

Archives of Manitoba launches public access Keystone database 
The Archives of Manitoba (including the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives) is pleased to announce the launch of its 
redesigned website, including the new public access Keystone database. 

The Keystone database facilitates round-the-clock access to searchable descriptions of records held by the Archives of 
Manitoba, including records of the Manitoba government, the Hudson’s Bay Company, as well as individuals, families 
and private organizations.  Clients working from outside Winnipeg will be able to determine what the Archives holds 
and arrange for microfilm to be sent to their local library.  Keystone will also be available to clients from workstations 
in the Archives Research Room. 

The Keystone database features detailed histories of the creators of records, including detailed, hierarchical histories of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company and the Manitoba government.  Users will be able to explore the changing corporate 
structure of these two long-standing institutions. 

In addition to Keystone, the new website features a growing number of biographical sheets of former servants of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, outlining their service with the Company.   The biographical sheets will be of great interest 
to genealogists, in particular, and to others interested in the individuals who worked in the North American fur trade. 

Visit the Archives of Manitoba website at http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives.  

Go directly to the Keystone database at http://www.gov.mb.ca/archives/keystone. 

The Archives of Manitoba thanks the Hudson’s Bay Company History Foundation for supporting innovation and 
excellence in public service through the Keystone Project.  The Archives of Manitoba acknowledges the financial 
support of the Department of Canadian Heritage through the Canadian Culture Online Program, Library and Archives 
Canada and the Canadian Council of Archives. 
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City of Winnipeg Archives – continued from page 1 

delivery objectives, Archives’ staff are part of a larger 
team within City Clerk’s Department involved in 
planning, organizing and delivering civic elections in 
Winnipeg.  In addition to specific election planning tasks, 
Archives’ staff members are preparing archival materials 
and artifacts relating to the right to vote and past civic 
election practices for display during the run up to the 
2006 civic election.  While these exhibits are part of a 
larger City Clerk’s communications strategy to engage 
citizens in the civic election process, they build on public 
relations work the Archives began in 2005 to draw 
attention to the unique and rich history contained in the 
holdings of the City of Winnipeg Archives. 

So we’re in for another busy year, one in which we will 
continue work on a number of key projects relating to 
space planning, preservation, appraisal, by-law 
implementation, outreach and researcher services.  And 
the civic election!  Remember the Archives as you cast 
your vote on October 25! 

How to reach us: 
204-986-5325 (Reception) 

204-986-7133 (Fax) 
 

When to come: 
 

The Archives’ Research Room is open 8:30 – 4:30 
Monday through Friday, 

except for statutory holidays. 
Please call for an appointment so that we can better meet 

your needs. 
.   

 
 Election Records held at the City of 

Winnipeg Archives 
  

Nouvelles/ News  
de/from 

Société historique 
de Saint-Boniface 

 

Retour au bercail 
La Société historique de Saint-Boniface est fière 
d’annoncer le rapatriement des archives des Oblats 
de Marie-Immaculée  au Manitoba. Ces documents 
importants avaient quittés la province en 1985 
pour être entreposés aux Archives Deschâtelets à 
Ottawa. Ils seront bientôt retournés dans la 
province où ils ont été créés pour être entreposés 
au Centre du patrimoine. Ces documents racontent 
l’histoire missionnaire de l’Ouest canadien à partir 
de l’arrivée des Oblats à la Rivière-Rouge en 1845 
jusqu’à aujourd’hui et sont essentiels à l’étude de 
notre histoire. Ils s’ajoutent aux fonds d’archives 
du Diocèse de Saint-Boniface, des Sœurs des 
Saints Noms de Jésus et de Marie, des Sœurs du 
Sauveur, des Oblats du Keewatin-Le Pas et du 
diocèse du Keewatin-Le Pas 
 
Homecoming 
The Saint-Boniface Historical Society is proud to 
announce the return of the archives of the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate to Manitoba. These 
documents had left the province in 1985 to be 
stored at the Deschâtelets Archives in Ottawa. 
They will now be returned to the province where 
they were created and placed under the care of the 
Heritage Centre. These documents tell the story of 
the work of the missionaries in Western Canada 
beginning with the arrival of the Oblates to the 
Red River in 1845 up to the present. This 
collection is essential to the understanding of our 
past. They will significantly add to the archives of 
the diocese of St. Boniface, the Sisters of the Holy 
Names, the Sisters of the Saviour, The Oblates of 
Keewatin-Le Pas and the diocese of Keewatin-Le 
Pas. 
 

Jacinthe Duval 
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2006 ACA Institute 
The ACA is delighted to announce the theme for the 2006 ACA Institute which will be held immediately before the 
annual conference in St John's, Newfoundland, on Monday and Tuesday, 26-27 June 2006. 

The theme for the 2006 Institute is: "ARCHIVES IN THE WAKE OF HUGH TAYLOR: SHAPING ARCHIVAL 
PROGRAMMES FOR THE 21ST CENTURY".  With Taylor's passing in September 2005, it is appropriate to hold 
a kind of "wake" for him, to consider archives in his wake, or the legacy for our work today of Canada's premier 
archival thinker. 

The Institute's aim is to integrate new ideas and approaches to a variety of archival tasks into an overall view of how 
archival programmes may be best conceived and implemented to meet the key challenges we face. The Institute will 
use Taylor's ideas as a springboard for a discussion of this aim that also draws on a wide range of archival writers 
and experiences. These challenges affect the day-to-day work planning and service delivery of the vast majority of 
archives. Taylor tackled these challenges with his imaginative insights and spurred further research into them (for 
instance, in the areas of contextual description, macroappraisal, electronic records, and relationships with other 
heritage and information specialists). 

In break-out groups, participants will consider the practical workplace challenges that they will have prepared and 
submitted in advance of the event. Each participant will receive several weeks before, covered by the registration 
fee, a copy of Imagining Archives: Essays and Reflections by Hugh A Taylor (2003, edited by Terry Cook and 
Gordon Dodds), as well as other material. 

The ACA is fortunate to have secured as Institute leaders Terry Cook and Tom Nesmith, two of Canada's foremost 
archival educators who have both written and taught about Hugh Taylor's ideas. Both are professors in the two-year 
Archival Studies MA program at the University of Manitoba and are well known as writers and lecturers on many 
archival subjects, in Canada and abroad. 

Institute fees have been lowered to encourage ACA Conference attendees to arrive a bit early for what promises to 
be a stimulating exploration of archival theory and practice. For ACA members the registration fee is $500 (plus 
HST & $10 mailing fee for participants from outside of Canada). The fee for non-ACA members is $675 (plus HST 
& $10 mailing fee for participants from outside of Canada).  These fees include all course materials, two lunches, 
and four refreshment breaks.  Maximum participation is capped at 25, so register now for this special event. 

Registration forms and other information sheets for participants are available on the ACA website 
(http://www.archivists.ca/prodev/aca_institute.aspx).  If you have questions about this exciting opportunity, please 
contact the ACA Education Committee Chair. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Institute in St. John's! 

Denise Jones (dejones@gov.mb.ca) 
Chair, ACA Education Committee  

www.archivists.ca 
 

Association internationale des archives francophones (AIAF) 

Allez visiter le site www.aiaf.org/ .Vous trouverez sur ce site tous les renseignements relatifs à l'AIAF : 
ses objectifs, ses statuts, la composition de son conseil d'administration, le répertoire de ses membres, 
les modalités d'adhésion, ses activités. Ne manquez surtout pas de consulter la rubrique sur le Portail 
international archivistique francophone (PIAF), un projet majeur de l'AIAF qui vise à doter la 
communauté archivistique francophone d'un lieu commun d'échange et de formation. 

 



 

  

  

  

Religious archives group 
 
Representatives of eight religious archives in Manitoba 
met in late January at the Centre for MB Studies in order 
learn from each other as well as work together in 
common projects. Key to the gathering was how best to 
instill a sense of history within each religious 
denomination or group, as well as keeping the records of 
each group in the best possible formats. 

Consensus was that the group should work together in 
promoting such projects as Christian Unity Week, 
promoting Heritage Sunday or Christian History Week 
as well as circulating displays such as the Mendis 
Photography Display which is comprised of photographs 
of a wide variety of church buildings in Manitoba. 

The group has been active within the broader 
Association for Manitoba Archives for a good many 
years, but more recently has found renewed energy to 
address concerns and issues among religious archives. It 
was noted continually throughout the meeting that the 
group needs to work together more closely rather than 
remaining isolated within their respective religious 
affiliations.  

Ken Reddig 

Preservation workshop 
Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies       

March 2nd 2006 
 
Representatives from 18 of the 24 archival 
institutions which form the AMA’s 
Preservation Co-op met on March 2nd at the 
Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies. All 
participating agencies have completed a global 
preservation assessment. Through a group 
purchase mop-up kits and data loggers will be 
installed in every participating archives by the 
end of the 2005/06 program year. 
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Religious archives group 
Myrna Brownlie & Doreen Oliver (Diocese of Rupert’s Land); Sr. 

Agnes Breton & Lynne Champagne (Filles de la Croix); Alf Redekopp 
& Darren Pries, (Mennonite Heritage Centre); Conrad Stoesz & Ken 

Reddig (Centre for Mennonite Brethren Studies); Sr. Therese Bilodeau 
(Missionary Oblates of St. Boniface); Kimberley Hiebert (St. Gianna 

Parish); Diane Haglund (United Church of Canada); Wolodymyr 
Senchuk (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada) 

The March session provided an opportunity for members to review the contents of the 
mop-up kits. Consultants to the program, Carole Boily and Georgina Lewis, discussed 
how best to employ the mop-up kits and reviewed procedures for handling wet 
material. Water damage is one of the most common risks faced by archival 
institutions. 
Participants discussed future directions for cooperative programming and identified 
possible next steps. There was general consensus that group action is the best way to 
achieve many of the preservation needs identified through global assessments. 
A sign up sheet was available for participants interested in developing a call program 
for emergency response. 
Thank you to Ken Reddig and Conrad Stoesz for the use of their facility. 

 
Carole Boily demonstrates the items 

found in the mop up kits. 

 Photo by Conrad Stoesz 


